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The next meeting of the Desk and Derrick Club of Lafayette will be held at The 

Petroleum Club of Lafayette, August 16, 2017.   The Social Hour begins at 5:00 

P.M. and dinner at 5:45 P.M.   

All members have a standing reservation for dinner.  If you are unable to        

attend, CANCEL your reservation with Samantha Rushlow or Brittney 

Stelly.  You will be charged for dinner if you FAIL TO CANCEL by the deadline 

of 10:00 A.M. on the day of the meeting.   

Samantha Rushlow @ 521-2182 or rushlowsf@stoneenergy.com 

Or 

Brittney Stelly @ 839-1704 or brittcardon@cardonsales.com 

GREATER KNOWLEDGE – GREATER SERVICE 

Online Resources 

Club Website: 

www.ddlafayette.club 

 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/

deskandderrickcluboflafayette 

 

ADDC Website: 

www.addc.org 

OUR MISSION: 

Our mission is to enhance and 

foster a positive image to the 

global community by            

promoting the contribution of 

the petroleum, energy and  

allied industries through    

education by using all          

resources available. 

OUR PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Association  

of Desk and Derrick Clubs is to 

promote the education and 

professional development of 

individuals employed in or  

affiliated with the petroleum, 

energy, and allied industries 

and to educate the general 

public about these industries. 

DESK AND DERRICK CLUB OF LAFAYETTE 
CHARTERED SEPTEMBER 11, 1951 

http://www.facebook.com/deskandderrickcluboflafayette
http://www.facebook.com/deskandderrickcluboflafayette
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August 2017 

Dear Lafayette Members, 

Where has the summer gone?!  It has been a hot and rainy one but a         
summer that come and gone much too quickly.   I hope you have enjoyed   
this summer and have taken a vacation filled with memories to remember. 

Our new member orientation is scheduled for August 19th at 2pm at Kathy 
Martin’s home.  ALL new members and their sponsors are required to attend. 
We will have light refreshments and lots of information to provide. Come  
with lots of questions, it will be a fun afternoon with a great opportunity to 
get to know your fellow members and your board. 

ADDC Convention is September 19-24, 2017 in San Antonio.  Don’t forget to 
attend the free seminar, “What Makes a Club Tick?” Lori Landry and I will be 
talking about what makes Lafayette the “Model Club.” 

The Field Trip Committee has been busy planning the logistics of our field trip 
on September 30th to Galveston, Texas to visit an ENSCO drilling rig and the 
Ocean Star Museum. 

Did you know our very own, Lillian Espinoza-Gala, was featured as the 2016 
Industry Champion in Offshore Energy Center’s Hall of Fame? What an honor 
to have Ms. Lillian in our organization. 

LAGCOE will be held October 24th – 26th at the Cajundome. Our Desk and    
Derrick Booth still needs volunteers as well as LAGCOE’s registration           
committee. Contact Special Activities chair, Amy Segrest, to sign-up. 

Lastly, mark your calendar for our Mentor/Mentee Social to be held            
November 11th at Sarah Hulin’s home. All mentors and mentees are invited to 
attend. More details forthcoming. 

Be safe when traveling as the students go back to school. 

Sarah B. Hulin 

         “The only way to do great work is to love what you do” 
         -Steve Jobs 
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Karen Thomassee- 8/9 

Sheri Bienvenue- 8/16 

Adriel Abshire- 8/19 

Jennifer Robert- 8/27 

Reminder:                       

Birthday and guests         

pictures will be taken at 

the end of the meeting.                               

Please see Brittney Stelly.  

Guests are welcome to attend    

our monthly meetings.   

Please contact Samantha       

Rushlow or Brittney Stelly             

if you would like to have a      

guest attend.   

Samantha Rushlow 

rushlowsf@stoneenergy.com 

Or 

 Brittney Stelly     

brittcardon@cardonsales.com            

August Birthdays 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

JULY GUEST 

Pictured:  Carol Trosclair 

Not Pictured:  Nicole Pleasant, Rena Andrus, 

Marla McDuffie 

Pictured:  Guest Speaker, Christian Brugman;      

Program Committee Chairperson, Sheri         

Bienvenue   & President, Sarah Hulin 

50/50 
WINNER 

Pictured:  Carol Trosclair 
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August 

guest speaker  

GEORGE F. SCHNEIDER 
 
 
The Great Depression… WWII… Born to Swiss French immigrant parents in 1924, Ohio farm boy 
George Schneider survived both.  He served as a scout in the US Army in WWII, participating in five 
campaigns: Normandy, Northern France, Rhinelands, Ardennes (Battle of the Bulge), and Central 

Europe and was awarded the Purple Heart.  Being    
fluent in French, he communicated with the resistance 
forces in France and Belgium as well as with the locals.  
 
After the war and on the GI Bill, he earned a BA in   
Geology from Wooster College in Ohio, then a        
Master’s degree from Johns Hopkins in 1950.  Upon 
graduation, the Texas Company (later Texaco) hired 
him to work in their New Orleans office as a structural 
geologist and electric log analyst.  In 1974 he  
transferred to Texaco North Sea, London where he 
stayed until leaving Texaco in 1978 to work for Omni 
Exploration in Philadelphia, PA.  Omni closed  
operations in 1982, and shortly thereafter, George 
joined Caltex (Chevron/Texaco) in Sumatra.  Then,  
under laws of Sumatra, he was forced to retire in 1987 
at the age of 62.  He left Sumatra and retired in  
Lancaster, PA.  In 2011, he was knighted by the French 
Government for his contributions toward France’s  
liberation.  George moved to Lafayette, LA in 2013 to 
complete his memoirs, SURVIVOR: Memoirs of a 
WWII Vet. 
 
In 2014, he was the guest of honor aboard the Queen 
Mary, the ship that brought the soldiers home from 
the war, for five days during which time George was 

the subject of the production of a short film.  This 8 ½ minute film, Queen Mary Heroes, plays       
continually on a loop on the ship. 
 
An accomplished speaker, he continues to mesmerize his audiences, even at the age of 92.  He is a 
member of four organizations: Veterans of the 30th Infantry Division of WWII, Veterans of the Battle 
of the Bulge, Disabled American Veterans, and the Military Order of the Purple Heart. Of course, 
George is also a member of “the Greatest Generation”. 
 
George currently resides in Lafayette, Louisiana and still leads an active life.  In November of 2016, 
his book, SURVIVOR: Memoirs of a WWII Vet, was published.  
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All of us at some time or another have wished for a secret genie or a fairy Godmother.  We 

would like to rub the magic lamp and have the genie of our wishes appear.  Who hasn’t at 

some point wished that scenario as part of their lives?  Some of us have dismissed such fairy 

tale adventures as fantasy or wishful thinking. 

Yet wishful thinking might not be so far from the truth.  Don’t some people have all the luck?  

You know, those people who seem to glide from success to success in life.  They are not just 

the wealthy but the blessed, the healthy and happy; those who seem to be fortunate and     

content in whatever they do.  They may be the minority because life as we know it is hard and 

filled with crisis and struggle.  What if we could borrow their magic lamp for just a little 

while? 

The fact is we all have a secret genie.  Every one of us has access to an incredible power of          

attraction.  That power has the ability to grant our wishes, we just have to seek it out.  Our 

minds are filled with power and possibilities.  If we believe something to be real or possible, 

that knowledge or belief totally changes our perception of it.  We also know that there is a  

certain truth in coincidence.  Some people call it a self-fulfilling prophecy.  For example, if we 

wake up expecting a bad day, a bad day is exactly what we get.  If we feel happy, optimistic 

and look forward to the day, if often turns out to be an enjoyable and uplifting experience. 

So…what is our mind exactly?  We can’t see it or touch it but our power and potential to direct 

it is limitless and it is all ours!  Of course, none of us believe in genies and fairy godmothers, 

yet we have something much more powerful at our disposal and look how we treat it! 

Is it really possible to use our minds and create what we want?  Most people would be              

summoning up piles of gold and fancy cars – there goes the genie and fairy godmother again!  

The truth is that we believe such things are impossible.  Most of us believe that life works the 

other way around and we live with the hand that we are dealt.  To be honest, most people 

think that life is a game of chance and that some people are simply lucky but the majority are 

not. 

Imagine for a minute that by changing your way of thinking that you could actually change 

your life.  Instead of always concentrating on the negative, reach for the thoughts that feel   

better.      

Listen to your emotions as you select the thoughts, the experiences and things that you want 

in your life.   

GENIES, FAIRY GODMOTHERS OR THE 
POWER OF THE MIND 

Lori Landry, Author 
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Instead of thinking about all of the bad things that you do not want, concentrate on the 

good.  You will be surprised at what you can attain! 

Whatever you fill your mind with and who you surround yourself with will make a huge    

impact on your life.  Most importantly, that holds true if you think positive thoughts and 

surround yourself with a positive environment and fun loving people. 

So, what do you want?  The truth is most of us don’t know what we really want, but you can 

find out.  Make a list of all of those places where you DON’T want to be, identify what you 

DON’T want.  Now, turn those negative statements into positive ones that focus on what you 

wish to change – and you don’t need a genie or fairy godmother for this! 

Make a list of all of your positive statements and desires.  This may include things you enjoy 

or love, it may be things that would benefit you and possibly others.  Now visualize yourself 

doing these things, focusing on them upon waking and before you go to sleep.  Make that 

positive connection between your mind and your heart and you will be surprised to find the 

things that you can put into motion.  Think about how you can apply those positive thoughts 

and energy into your daily life as well as Desk and Derrick.  Could it entail being a better  

employee, getting involved in your community, being a Mentor or possibly aspiring to be a 

part of the Board of Directors. 

Where does all of this positive energy come from?  FROM YOU OF COURSE!!  It lies in each 

and every one of us, but we must believe in it.  You find yourself feeling negative, push   

yourself towards the positive. 

Now it’s time to take action, positive inspiring action.  Lying in bed thinking of all of your     

positive thoughts and actions isn’t going to cut it!  “Act” like you are already fulfilled with     

positive energy and then “Activate” those opportunities being handed down to you.  When 

you focus positively, you allow things to cultivate into reality – but you must “Act” as well. 

Ask yourself this question – How can I get to where I want to be?  It will require effort and 

yes, will seem difficult at times.  We may even make a mistake or two along the way – I can 

certainly attest to that!  But look for the signs, recognize them and follow them.  Your        

rewards will be a sense of self-worth, happiness and contentment.  I bet your Genie would 

gladly trade in his lamp for it! 

GENIES, FAIRY GODMOTHERS OR THE 

POWER OF THE MIND 

(cont’d.) 
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October 24-26. 2017                                         

We are still in need of volunteers to assist in the Desk and Derrick 

booth at  LAGCOE, October 24-26, 2017.  We would appreciate  

any time you can give to help out!  Contact Amy Segrest at 

Amy.Segrest@tbsmith.com if you would like to volunteer.   

September 30, 2017 

Educational field trip to Galveston, TX to tour an ENSCO Drilling Rig                 
and the Ocean Star Museum 

Agenda: 

 7:00am  Meet @ Stone Energy 

 7:10am Depart 

 11:15am Arrive in Galveston 

 11:30am Lunch 

 1:30pm ENSCO rig tour 

 3:45pm Ocean Star Museum 

 5:00pm Depart for Kemah  
        Boardwalk  or return to Lafayette 

August 19, 2017 @ 2:00pm 

What:  Membership Orientation  

Attendees:  All new members and sponsors  
          must attend; Board members are  
           also asked  to attend 
Location:  Kathy Martin’s home 

For more information, please contact Karen 

Thomassee at kthomassee@knightoiltools.com.  

November 16, 2017 

Stone Energy is extremely pleased to announce that we will be teaming up with Rader       

Solutions and hosting our 6thAnnual Stone Energy/Rader Solutions Gumbo Cook-off  

to benefit the United Way of Acadiana.  

This year’s event will take place on Thursday, November. 16, 2017 on the grounds      

surrounding the CAJUNDOME.  

The success of prior events were driven by our vendor partners who made donations 

and provided teams to cook great gumbos.  We recognize and appreciate the power of 

our vendor partners in our business and in our community. As in the past we will only 

have 100 cooking team spots available. Early registration is beneficial to everyone. 

If you wish to ONLY SPONSOR or donate to the event, please visit: 

https://donate.unitedwayofacadiana.org/2017Gumbo 

If you wish to REGISTER A COOKING TEAM for the event, please visit: 

https://donate.unitedwayofacadiana.org/2017GumboTeam 

mailto:Amy.Segrest@tbsmith.com
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2017 Donations 

 

Each month, we will be incorporating a new “theme” for our donations.  

The monthly theme is based off of the items Faith House has listed on 

their website as most needed.  As always, any other donations you would 

like to make are welcome at any time.                                                

*This is not mandatory* 

August 

“Trash Day” 

Items for this month: 

*40 Gallon or larger  

tall kitchen bags 

Preview for Next Month:  Get Ready for Hibernation! 
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Latest Week :  8/4/2017 

Alaska   6 

California   13 

Colorado   37 

Louisiana   67 

New Mexico   60 

Oklahoma  132 

Texas   466 

Wyoming   26 

Total United States  954 

Source: bakerhughes.com 

2017         

RIG COUNT 

Did BP Just Unlock A New Major   
Shale Gas Basin? 

BP made a potentially groundbreaking discovery in New Mexico, which 
could open up a new area for shale gas development. 

BP was drilling in a little-known area in northern New Mexico, in a 
place called the Mancos Shale.  The British oil giant reported huge     
figures from the shale gas well, suggesting the Mancos could provide a 
massive new source of U.S. shale gas. 

The initial 30-day production rates of the new well hit 12.9 million     
cubic feet of gas per day, a figure that tops horizontal wells in the highly 
prolific Eagle Ford shale, which often see wells producing 8 to 12       
million cubic feet per day. And the production figures are the highest in 
14 years within the San Juan  Basin, which encompasses southwest 
Colorado and northeast New Mexico, and includes the Mancos Shale. 

“We are delighted with the initial production rate of this well,” said 
Dave Lawler, CEO of BP’s U.S. Lower 48 onshore business.  “This result 
supports our strategic view that significant resource potential exists in 
the San Juan  Basin, and gives us confidence to pursue additional       
development of the     Mancos Shale, which we believe could become 
one of the leading shale plays  in the U.S.”  BP plans on relocating its 
U.S. headquarters to Denver, a sign of how important the British oil 
company views the Rocky Mountain region. 

A USGS report from 2016 estimates that the Mancos Shale holes 66.3 
trillion cubic feet of natural gas, enough to rank the Mancos as the    
second largest shale play in the country, just behind the Marcellus.  

The impressive results come from acreage that BP acquired two years 
ago, in an area that at the time had no natural gas rigs in operation. 

But there still plenty of hurdles for BP and any other company hoping 
to turn the Mancos into a major source of shale gas.  First, they need to 
prove that the BP well was not simply a fluke.  " 
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Board Meetings: 

September 6, 2017 
October 4, 2017 

Membership Meetings: 

September 27, 2017 
October 18, 2017 

 

 

 

OTHER 

EVENTS: 

 

ADDC Convention 

September 18-23, 2017 

Holiday Inn Riverwalk 

San Antonio, Texas 

 

For registration packet: 

https://www.addc.org/

members/addc-

convention-registration-

information/ 

 

DATES TO               

REMEMBER: 

LAGCOE 2017 

Cajun Dome Convention 
Center 

Lafayette, LA 
 

October 24-26, 2017 

“The next test now will be showing some repeatability," said 
Linda Htein, senior research manager of Wood Mac's upstream 
research team, according to the Houston Chronicle.  "Will they be 
able to repeat these results in another five wells?  They think 
there's potential for scalability here." 

Also, costs need to come down.  David Deckelbaum, an energy 
analyst at Keybanc Capital Markets, told Bloomberg that the     
geology in the Mancos is much more complex than some more 
well-known shale plays.  Drillers need to go deeper and drill 
through difficult rock formations.  That means that it can cost as 
high as $13 to $15 million per well in the Mancos, about twice as 
much as typically seen in the Marcellus at $5.5 to $7 million, 
while the white-hot Permian Basin sees costs on the order of $8 to 
$10 million per well. 

However, drilling in new areas is always tricky at first.  Costs are 
high because companies are starting from scratch, learning the 
area, trying to figure out where the best spots to drill are.  There is 
also a lack of infrastructure in the beginning, which keeps costs 
high and slows the ability to ramp up because of an inability to 
ship product.  These things get worked out in time – costs tend to 
fall the more drilling activity scales up. 

But the Mancos will still struggle to compete with more well-
established shale gas basins.  Why drill in the Mancos instead of 
the massively prolific and relatively cheap Marcellus Shale?  Or 
why not drill in the Permian, where you can produce oil as well as 
gas?  Plus, those plays have pipelines and processing facilities that 
make it easy to offload what a company produces. 

But the gusher from BP suggests that investing in this new area 
could be worth the trouble. 

“Given the very strong initial production rates of this well, we   
believe there is potential for the Mancos Shale to be a large gas 
play,” BP spokesman Brett Clanton told the Denver Post.  “It’s still 
early, but based on this initial success, we will be drilling more 
wells in the Mancos this year.” 

Did BP Just Unlock A New Major 
Shale Gas Basin?  (cont’d) 

  Source:  loga.la 

https://www.addc.org/members/addc-convention-registration-information/
https://www.addc.org/members/addc-convention-registration-information/
https://www.addc.org/members/addc-convention-registration-information/
https://www.addc.org/members/addc-convention-registration-information/
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Use Extra Caution when School is in  

Session 

As summer draws to a close, back-to-school    season 

is in full effect.  Remember to safely share the roads with school buses, pedestrians and    bicyclists, and 

provide children with the necessary knowledge to stay safe at school. 

Whether children walk, ride their bicycle or take the bus to school, it is extremely important that they - and the 

motorists around them - take proper safety precautions. 

 

Send Kids Off to School Safely 

Injuries are common at school, but many can be prevented.  Before you send your children off, be sure to run 

through these safety topics. 

 

Backpack safety 

When selecting a backpack, look for: 

 An ergonomic design  

 The correct size: never wider or longer than your child's torso and never hanging more than 4 inches 

below the waist 

 Padded back and shoulder straps 

 Hip and chest belts to help transfer some of the weight to the hips and torso 

 Multiple compartments to better distribute the weight 

 Compression straps on the sides or bottom to stabilize the contents 

 Reflective material 

 

Playground safety 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission has come up with playground hazards you should watch out for 

when taking your kids to the park. 

 Improper protective surfaces: Fall surfaces should be made of wood chips, mulch, wood   fibers, 

sand, pea gravel, shredded tires or rubber mats and should be at least 12 inches deep. 

 Inadequate use zone: The area under and around play equipment where a child might fall should be 

a minimum of 6 feet in all directions. 

 Protrusion hazards: Beware of hardware that is capable of impaling or cutting a child (bolts, hooks, 

rungs, etc.), or catching strings or items of clothing.  Children should never wear drawstring hoodies 

at the playground. 

 Head entrapment hazards: There should be no openings that measure between 3 ½ and 9 inches. 

 Overcrowded play area: Swings should be set far enough away from other equipment that      chil-

dren won't be hit by a moving swing. 

 Trip hazards, like rocks or tree stumps 

 

Back to School 
Safety 
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 Lack of supervision:  Children under age 4 shouldn’t play on climbing equipment or horizontal ladders. 

 Age inappropriate activities: Spring-loaded seesaws are best for young children. Avoid      adjustable 

seesaws with chains because children can crush their hands under the chains.  A traditional seesaw 

should not hit the ground.  "Whirls" or "roundabouts" are best for school-age children. 

 Lack of maintenance: Metal or wooden swing seats should be replaced with soft seats, and equipment 

should not be split or splintered.  

 Sharp edges on equipment 

 Platforms with no guardrails 

 Equipment not recommended for public playgrounds: One example is monkey bars.  The number of 

injuries caused by monkey bars is so significant many experts recommend they be removed from all 

playgrounds. 

 

Concussion risk from sports 

If your child gets hit on the head, do not assume he just had his bell rung, or she was just dinged. Concussions 

are very serious and always require medical attention.  Signs and symptoms of          concussion include: 

 Confusion 

 Forgetfulness 

 Glassy eyes 

 Disorientation 

 Clumsiness or poor balance 

 Slowed speech 

 Changes in mood, behavior or personality 

 

Tips for a safe bus ride 

Getting on the Bus: 

 When waiting for the bus, stay away from traffic and avoid roughhousing or other behavior that can 

lead to carelessness 

 Do not stray onto the street, alleys or private property 

 Line up away from the street or road as the bus approaches 

 Wait until the bus has stopped and the door opens before  ap-

proaching the bus 

 Use the handrail when boarding 

Behavior on the Bus: 

 If seat belts are available on the bus, buckle up 

 Don't speak loudly or make loud noises that could distract the driver 

 Stay in your seat 
 

Back to School Safety 
(cont’d) 
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 Don't put your head, arms or hands out the window 

 Keep aisles clear of books and bags 

 Get your belongings together before reaching your stop 

 Wait for the bus to stop completely before getting up from your seat 

 

Getting Off the Bus: 

 Use the handrail when exiting 

 If you have to cross in front of the bus, first walk at least 10 feet ahead until you can see the driver 

 Make sure the driver can see you 

 Wait for a signal from the driver before crossing 

 When the driver signals, look left, right, then left again. Walk across the road and keep an eye out 

for sudden traffic changes 

 If your vision is blocked, move to an area where you can see other drivers and they can see you 

 Do not cross the center line of the road until the driver signals it is safe 

 Stay away from the rear wheels of the bus at all times 

 

Head up, phone down 

Before your children head out, remind them of these year-round safety tips: 

 Never walk while texting or talking on the phone 

 If texting, move out of the way of others and stop on the sidewalk 

 Never cross the street while using an electronic device 

 Do not walk with headphones on 

 Be aware of the surroundings 

 Always walk on the sidewalk if one is available; if a child must walk  

      on the street, he or she should face oncoming traffic 

 Look left, right, then left again before crossing the street 

 Cross only at crosswalks 

 

Protect New Teen Drivers 

Teen crashes spike in September as they head back to school and happen more often during hours when 

school begins and lets out.  Half of all teens will be involved in a car crash before graduating from high 

school.  Parental involvement doesn't end when a child gets a license.  Teen drivers who continue to practice 

with their parents increase their chances of avoiding a crash. 

 

Learn the best ways to keep your teen drivers safe by visiting National Safety Council Teen Driving.   

Back to School Safety 
(cont’d) 
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Source:  www.myrecipes.com 

Chicken Pesto Grilled Portobello Mushrooms 

Not only is this loaded fork-and-knife entrée easy 

and cheesy, it's customizable, too.  Make it your 

own with any produce or herbs you already have in 

your fridge.  If you have the time, you could make 

your own pesto.  

Serves 4 (serving size: 1 stuffed mushroom)  

Ingredients 

 Cooking spray 

 1 small red onion, peeled and cut into 1/4-in.-thick slices (about 8 slices) 

 1/3 cup prepared pesto 

 1 teaspoon olive oil 

 3/8 teaspoon kosher salt 

 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

 12 ounces shredded skinless, boneless rotisserie chicken breast 

 4 large Portobello mushrooms, stems removed 

 3 ounces part-skim mozzarella cheese, shredded (about 3/4 cup) 

How to Make It  
1.   Preheat broiler to high. 

2.   Heat a grill pan over medium-high heat.  Coat pan with cooking spray.  Arrange onion 

slices on pan; cook 2 minutes on each side or until lightly charred.  Remove pan from 

heat; coarsely chop onions. 

3.   Combine chopped onions, pesto, oil, salt, pepper, and chicken in a medium bowl; toss 

well.  Divide mixture evenly among mushrooms, pressing gently to fill each cap. 

4.   Return pan to medium-high.  Coat with cooking spray.  Gently transfer mushrooms to 

pan; cook 3 to 4 minutes or until mushrooms are heated through and tender.  Sprinkle 

cheese evenly over chicken mixture.  Transfer pan to oven; broil 2 minutes or until 

cheese melts and begins to brown. 
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